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A Note From The Editor

This brief history of Indian Land Masonic Lodge #414 A.F.M. is a transcription of
the notes used by Worshipful Brother John Hunter Griffin when he presented it on
April 1st, 2008 for the members of Indian Land Masonic Lodge. I have made only
small grammatical corrections and have not added to, or taken from the content
of the presentation.
I feel honored to be able to call John Griffin “Brother” and to be allowed to work
on this project. I hope all those who read it find it as interesting as I do.

Wesley E. Keenan 32°
Past Master, Indian Land Masonic Lodge ‐ 2006

Introduction
In 1941 the United States Government purchased 2,260 acres of prime farm land about two miles
Northwest of Pineville, NC.
The U.S. Navy Ordnance Department awarded Sanders and Porter Construction Company a contract to
build a munitions plant to assemble and load 40mm anti‐aircraft shells.
U.S. Rubber Company was awarded the contract to operate the plant. Production began in June of
1942.
There were three loading and assembly lines. There was an individual building for each operation,
which were separated and connected by enclosed catwalks for safety reasons, to isolate a fire or
explosion.
The power source for loading and assembly was air. No electricity was used in the loading and assembly
operations for safety reasons.
There were approximately 12,000 workers running three shifts and 90% were women, obviously
because so many men were in service.
Company busses were operated to transport workers to and from work since very few families had
automobiles.
One loading and assembly line was operated by Black Americans because segregation was very much a
practice in this area at that time.
Brother Toby Wilson, a life‐long member, was the foreman of that line and was very well liked and
respected by the employees. The story goes that Brother Toby, having been born and raised on the
farm, was familiar with the custom that black people loved to sing while working in the fields, so he told
the employees that if they wanted to sing while working there, they had his permission and many of
them did sing.
This particular building (the current Lodge building), excluding the front lobby, secretary’s room,
kitchen, rest rooms, and the ante room was the warehouse and shipping building where the shells were
loaded onto trains for shipping to various ports.

History of Indian Land Masonic Lodge #414 A.F.M.
By John H. Griffin, PM and Historian

Indian Land Lodge #414, came into being through the dedication, commitment, determination, and
sincere resolve of dedicated Master Masons to build a Temple of beauty, where congregated Masons
could meet with brothers from all walks of life and form a common bond whereby Masonry would
become a means of conciliating friendship among people and search for wisdom, truth, and perfection.
Several Master Masons, members of Catawba Lodge #56 in Fort Mill, including the Worshipful Master,
Brother William Patterson, all residing in the Indian Land community met under the Oak tree in Front of
Indian Land High School in early October 1970. This
meeting was to discuss the probability of forming a
Lodge in the Indian Land area. A keen interest to form
a Lodge came out of this meeting and a decision was
made to present a petition to the Grand Lodge of
South Carolina for approval to form a lodge.
Brother William Patterson, with the consent of the
brothers, petitioned The Most Worshipful Grand
Master of Masons of South Carolina, Brother Herbert
L. Middleton, Jr. for a disposition to empower the
brothers listed in the petition, to assemble as a
regular Lodge in Indian Land. This petition was
submitted to the Grand Master on October 26, 1970, recommended by Catawba Lodge #56 and signed
October 15, 1970 and certified by Brother James T. Surratt, District Deputy Grand Master of the 22nd
Masonic District of South Carolina.
Forty two Master Masons from 5 different Lodges were listed on the petition.
Dispensation to open a new Lodge in Indian Land was granted by the Grand Master on November 25,
1970 to Indian Land Lodge UD (Under Dispensation) with meetings to be held in the former Wilson‐
Pettus General Store building on highway 521.
Only one side of the building was available for Lodge meetings since left‐over store merchandise was
stored in the other side.
Conditions were very crowded. A temporary partition was erected in one end to serve as a lobby and
ante room. A portable radio was used in the ante room during degree work so that candidates could not
hear the proceedings taking place.

The roof leaked and buckets were available to catch water leaking through the ceiling when it rained.
Ductwork for the oil furnace was suspended from the ceiling down the center of the room and was very
noisy.
Smoking was permitted and became very stifling during Lodge meetings. Wooden chairs were used for
seating.
The first regular communication of Indian Land Lodge U.D. was held January 4, 1971.
The first officers and charter members were as follows:
William Patterson………………………………..Worshipful Master
James Q. Sullivan………………………………....Senior Warden
William Murphy…………………………………….Junior Warden
Raleigh Holcomb…………………………………….Treasurer
Charles Brewster……………………………………Secretary
John H. Griffin……………………………………….Senior Deacon
Ronnie Biggers………………………………………Junior Deacon
Bobby Johnson……………………………….Steward
Barry Moore…………………………………..Steward
Garland Wilson……………………………… Tiler
James Deason ……………………………….Acting Chaplin
Brother Bennett Gunter was appointed Chaplin.
Annual dues were set at $7.00. Fees for petitions and degrees were set at $15.00.
Starting out on a “wing and a prayer,” is a fair description of the assets owned by the new Lodge.
$213.80 was collected and turned over to the treasurer at that first meeting in January 1971. However,
there existed a sense of mission, a positive spirit, and a sense of camaraderie among the brothers.
Unexpected events came early on and the prospects of a new Lodge building in the near future began to
take shape in the minds of the brothers.
The first Lodge aprons and hoodwinks were made by Mrs. Reba McAlister, wife of Rev. Richard
McAlister, minister of Osceola and Belair Methodist Church and were made of plain white cloth.
Brother John Hunter Griffin purchased and presented the first officers aprons.

Brother Bill Murphy made the working tools and chest.
The first alter Bible was donated by Brother Raleigh Holcomb, Lodge Treasurer.
Brother George Rinehart, member of Catawba #56, presented the first American flag.
At the regular communication in March 1971, Brother Parks Stephenson offered one acre of land to the
Lodge to erect a building with the stipulation that it be a structure of beauty and pride to Masonry. The
offer included a reversionary
clause. The offer was
accepted.
May 11, 1971 The Grand
Master advised the Lodge
that a Masonic Lodge cannot
be erected on land with a
reversionary clause.
In March of 1972, Brother
Parks Stephenson offered to
sell an additional acre to the
Lodge for the building site.
Since it was decided one acre
would not suffice for a
building and parking area. The one acre was purchased.
Brother John Griffin cleared all the bushes and undergrowth from the site.
Indian Land #414 was dedicated, consecrated and the officers duly installed in an open communication
June 12, 1971 By Most Worshipful Grand Master Brother Herbert Middleton and his Grand Officers, in
the auditorium of Indian Land High School with approximately 175 in attendance.
At the June 1972 regular communication, Brother G.B. Griffin advised that he had contacted Mr.
Funderburke, care‐taker at the former shell plant, concerning getting one of the buildings being torn
down to make way for industry being developed in the area.
Mr. Funderburke advised Brother G.B. that he could have one of the buildings (this building in fact)
providing he tear it down and remove it from the premises within a specified time.
The Brothers accepted the offer and immediately made plans to disassemble the building and move it to
the Lodge building site. Disassembly of the building took place in August 1972.

The building was taken apart board by board and moved here on several trucks owned by some of the
brothers. A dozen or so of the Brothers worked tirelessly for several weeks going directly from their jobs
to the building location, working
until dark and on Saturdays.
The trusses for this building were
constructed of heavy timbers bolted
together and attached to a column
at either end which secured the
trusses to the foundation piers.
The trusses were not disassembled
and Brother J.R. Wilson was working
for Crowder Construction Company
as a foreman and with Crowder’s
permission, he sent a crane and
operator to the building site to
handle the trusses.
Brother Pete Holcombe was employed by Johnson Motor Lines as a truck driver and they loaned Brother
Pete a flat bed tractor trailer which was used to move the trusses to the Lodge building site.
The truss assemblies were too wide to move over the highway during the daylight hours since they
extended over both lanes of the then two lane highway, so permission from the highway department
was given to transport the trusses over the back roads at about 2:00 in the morning.
Again Brother J.R. Wilson dispatched a crane and operator to unload and later to set the trusses in place
as the building was reassembled to its original design.
Brother John Griffin was working out of an office
in the Army Reserve Training Center in Rock Hill
at that time and arranged with the commander
of the center to bring a bulldozer out to the
Lodge building site and grade the site as a part
of their operator training exercise, which they
did.
Brother Cecil Wilson and Frank Kennedy formed
and set the piers for the trusses.
All of the labor on reassembling and new
construction was performed by brothers of this Lodge.

Brother G.B. Griffin contacted the owner of a
chicken farm that had gone out of business and
received permission to dismantle several of the
chicken houses for the framing material and
several Brothers braved the homegrown
fertilizer and perfume and salvaged a good bit of
framing material to help with the inside finishing
work.
Brother Cecil Wilson donated some of his choice
pine trees which were cut, hauled to a saw mill,
sized, and hauled back to the Lodge for use.

A conservative figure would be about 80% or 85% of additional construction and finishing materials
were donated by the Brothers and
others.
The Lodge seats were donated by a
Lodge in Charlotte.
Brother Cleat Helms, owner of a carpet
business in Charlotte, donated the
carpet
The Lodge formed “Indian Land
Investment Corporation” June 20, 1972,
incorporated under the laws of South
Carolina to sell shares to generate funds
to complete the building. Shares were
to sell for $100 per share at 3% interest annum with a limit of $15,000 in shares of the Investment
Corporation.
The first regular communication of Indian Land Lodge #414 in this building was held September 3, 1974.
John H. Griffin, being the Worshipful Master at the time.
A good deal of inside finishing remained to be done at that time. No ceiling had been installed. The
partition between the Lodge Room and the activity area had not been finished as well as other work to
be done.
Some of the projects to raise funds were a flea market at the World’s Largest Attic Sale at the Charlotte
Merchandise Mart in Charlotte, fruit cake sales, suppers, sale of raffle tickets for a new shotgun, gospel
singing, Doug Elms would hold square dances, and numerous others.

With the exception of the front foyer and secretary’s room, the kitchen, two rest rooms, and ante rooms
on the back, the basic design of this building is the same as it was when it was built during WWII,
containing all the original framework, just moved from one site to another.

Construction Photos

Catawba Lodge #56 Circa early 1970’s

